
 

 

How to Bridge the Digital Divide 
It may be the most important question for teachers today: How to provide access to both devices 
and high speed Internet to every student, no matter how rich or poor, all the time, everywhere? 

And how to deliver a curriculum that enables students to learn both in school and at home? Tech & 
Learning's panel will attempt to provide some answers to this urgent issue through both big-picture 
analyses and real-life anecdotal examples. 

 

Definition 
From Oxford Dictionaries: 

 
The gulf between those who have ready access to computers and the Internet, and those who do 
not. 

 

Resources and reading 
Digital Divide in the UK (relates to adults) 

EG: 
• 5.9 million adults in the UK have never used the internet 
• There are 4.1 million adults living in social housing that are offline 

• The South East had the highest proportion of recent internet users (90%) and Northern Ireland 
was the area with the lowest proportion (80%)  

• 27% of disabled adults (3.3 million) had never used the internet 

 
World Development Report: Digital Dividends (relates to people worldwide) 
EG: 

• Six billion people do not have high-speed broadband internet 
• almost four billion do not have any internet access 

• nearly two billion do not have a mobile phone.  
• Digital divides persist across income, age, geography, and gender.  
  

Differences in tech use between rich and poor 
In a nutshell… 
• Poorer children tend to use internet access for games 

• Better off children tend to use it for finding information 
 
Bridging a digital divide that leaves school children behind 

Quotes: 
 
• Some students … depend on school buses that have free Wi-Fi to complete their homework. 

• Seven in 10 teachers now assign homework that requires web access 
 
Further reading: 

 
E is for Equality 

The school where students MUST have a mobile device (NB some of the links no longer work) 
 

Questions 
• Do practices such as flipped learning and BYOD discriminate against some students because of 

the digital divide? 
• If so, what can the school do about it? 
• Is it the school’s responsibility to do something about it, as opposed to Government or parents. 

• How much of a role should charities play? 
• Should companies have to contribute? 
 

https://21stcenturychallenges.org/what-is-the-digital-divide/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2016
http://www.apple.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/23/technology/fcc-internet-access-school.html
https://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2013/1/8/e-is-for-equality.html
https://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2011/6/20/the-school-where-students-must-have-a-mobile-device.html


 

 

Examples of solutions 
Christine Terrey. I featured a video of her here: http://www.ictineducation.org/home-

page/2010/3/11/learning-platform-or-virtual-learning-environment.html   
 
Her solution to kids not having access at home was to somehow get free 3g access on a set of 

netbooks, which kids could take home. 
 
Power up! Helping to close the digital divide 

Examples: 
• Issue each student with a device they can take home 
• Reduce need for internet in assignments 

 
Resources for closing the digital divide 
Examples: 

• 15+ ways of teaching students to code (even without a computer) 
• How Teachers Can Provide Equal Learning in a World of Unequal Access 

 

For even more useful information, resources and opinions on educational ICT and Computing, 
please visit www.ictineducation.org. Also, why not join thousands of others and subscribe to our 

free newsletter, Digital Education? Here’s the url: www.ictineducation.org/newsletter.  

http://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2010/3/11/learning-platform-or-virtual-learning-environment.html
http://www.ictineducation.org/home-page/2010/3/11/learning-platform-or-virtual-learning-environment.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/feb15/vol72/num05/Helping-to-Close-the-Digital-Divide.aspx
https://www.edutopia.org/digital-divide-technology-access-resources
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/15-ways-teaching-students-coding-vicki-davis
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/engage-parents-partners-close-digital-divide-suzie-boss
http://www.ictineducation.org/
http://www.ictineducation.org/newsletter

